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AB - JP2001 1 1 7448 NOVELTY - A judging unit in a network printer 
judges whether toner needs to be replaced. A notice for toner 
replenishment is given to predetermined computer based on output 
of the judging unit. 

- USE - Image forming device e.g. network printer. 

- ADVANTAGE - The time required for toner replenishment in printer 
is reduced by giving notice to predetermined computer via network. 
User can recognize the need for toner replenishment easily, thus 
toner exchange can be performed easily. 

- DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING (S) - The figure shows the block 
diagram of internal components of image forming device. (Drawing 
includes non-English language text). 

- (Dwg.2/10) 

OPD - 1999-10-18 

AN - 2001-532200 [59] 



© PAJ / JPO 



PN - JP2001117448 A 2001 0427 

PD - 2001-04-27 

AP - JP1 9990295766 1 9991 01 8 

IN - AOKI MICHINORI 

PA - RICOH CO LTD 



none 



none 



none 



1W» 



wet***""* 



none 



none 



none 



Tl - IMAGE FORMING DEVICE 

AB - PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an image forming device of 
which the consumables require short time for their exchange and 
are purchased through easy processing. 

SOLUTION: A judging processing part204 inside a network 
printer 101 judges whether or not the consumables in a printing 
processing part 200 is to be exchanged. When the judging 
processing part 204 judges the presence of an article to be 
exchanged among these consumables, on the basis of report 
destination information preserved in a storage area 205, the 
message of consumables caution is transmitted to a PC 102 of a 
manager to exchange the consumables. Purchase processing of 
the consumables is performed by ordering the consumables 
through a network processing part 203 to the destination to 
purchase the consumables corresponding to a consumables 
purchase processing instruction from a panel display &amp input 
part 201. Or, corresponding to the consumables purchase 
processing instruction from the panel display &amp input part 201, 
the purchasing processing of the consumables is performed by 
printing a document to be transmitted to a seller of the 
comsumobles, which is designated in the report destination 
information, by the printing processing part 200. 
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